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The Salvation Army in Nipawin will be saying farewell to Captains Michael and Susan Ramsay this week, as they leave for their new assignment. 

After two years in Nipawin, the Ramsays have been transferred to the Salvation Army ministry in Swift Current. Although they are looking forward to the challenges of serving a larger community, Capt. Ramsay said they are leaving with mixed feelings. 

"You've got the excitement of looking ahead, but there's so much here that we've been involved in and we've been blessed so much in our time here that you mourn a little bit," he said. 

Much of the work in Swift Current will be the same, with the church and Thrift Store activities. But Ramsay noted that the Thrift Store is separate from the main ministry centre, there is a large family service and youth ministry, as well as a significant involvement with emergency disaster services. 

"One of the joys of our job is you really don't know exactly what you getting into before you're there," he said. 

At least this move will not be such a big contrast. When they came to Nipawin at the end of June 2007, they have worked for two years in Winnipeg's north end and at Stony Mountain Penitentiary. And their ministry before that was Vancouver's infamous downtown eastside. 

"It was a whole new life for us, because the ministry was totally different," he said about their move to Nipawin. They would also have been happy to stay here. 

"When we were asked we said that we really enjoy the ministry here," he emphasized. "We were happy to stay here as long as we're needed here, but ... they look at everybody's skills and resumes and figure out who needs to go where." 

Describing Nipawin as a very friendly community, he said it made their ministry very easy. 

"There are just so many things in the community that work well together. It's been great, being able to partner with people and the organizations too." 

He highlighted their work with the Oasis Centre to organize the Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners, which brought people from the different segments of society together. He said it was also amazing to see people pitch in and help with food donations and to put food hampers together. 

"The giving in the community has just been amazing in the two years that we've been here." 

Very soon after arriving in Nipawin they got involved in youth outreach activities. 

"That was something that we noticed right away when we got here ... that there would be kids out late at night who wouldn't have a place to go or wouldn't have a place where they'd want to be. So then we had a lot of opportunities to start youth and children's programs for them and Susan has really enjoyed that." 

His courtroom ministry - to provide support to people with legal troubles - also became an active part of his work in Nipawin. 

"I had no idea coming in that that would be a big part of my ministry," he admitted. 

Ramsay said their ministry provided them with many opportunities to make a lot of friends in the community, which made it much easier to assist people. 

"When somebody had the opportunity to know that they can trust you because you trust them, then it makes a lot of difference and you can both grow a lot through it." 

While the community also experienced some difficult challenges during their time in Nipawin, such as the gas explosion, he said it was wonderful to see how people worked together and to experience the miracles in the midst of tragedy. 

Their departure will result in a slightly different arrangement for the Salvation Army in Nipawin. According to Ramsay there will not be a live-in officer in the town, as Tisdale and Nipawin will now be served from Melfort. It will also mean that instead of in the morning, the Sunday service will take place in the evenings, while the officers will then probably stay on overnight to be in Nipawin on Mondays. 

"It will be a challenge for the officers because they'll be looking after three communities," he said. "They're experimenting with different things in rural ministry and circuit ministry, but I don't really know what the future would look like." 

This coming Sunday will be the last one for the Ramsays in Nipawin and there will be a farewell service at 11 a.m.

